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FAIRGRADE Calls for Oversight on Implementation of New Grading Scale

Asks School Board to Ensure Academic Honors are Weighted Retroactively 

Fairfax County, VA – Friday, May 8, 2009— FAIRGRADE today applauded the Fairfax County School Board’s 11-1 vote for a new 10-point grading scale and called on FCPS officials to develop a “Change Management” plan to ensure the new scale is properly implemented.  FAIRGRADE also called for prompt action on the retroactive weighting of honors courses.

“Tonight’s vote is an historic moment for parents and students.  For 30 years, the community has raised concerns about the grading policies in Fairfax County Public Schools  (FCPS) and tonight, our School Board took appropriate action and voted for the commonly used and commonly recognized 10-point grading scale,” said FAIRGRADE President Megan McLaughlin. 

McLaughlin and the Business Alliance for FAIRGRADE urged the School Board to establish a “Change Management” plan to monitor the execution and outcome of the grading policy changes.  “Without an implementation plan in place, errors or improper application of the new grading policy may occur,” said McLaughlin. 

One important component of FCPS’ grading policy remains unresolved after last night’s School Board vote – the retroactive weighting for honors courses. 

McLaughlin, also a former Georgetown University Admissions officer, said the primary purpose of weighting courses is to help colleges determine the applicants’ rigor of study.  “Students who took honors academic courses prior to the 2009-10 school year deserve to have those courses weighted immediately,” said McLaughlin.

“Last night, Superintendent Dale told Chairman Storck and the School Board that FCPS will bring their honors courses recommendations to the June 8th School Board work session.  FAIRGRADE supporters look forward to swift action on this important matter,” said FAIRGRADE Co-founder Louise Epstein. 
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